
Bob Lake Community Boat Launch
Bob Lake Association (BLA) Delegation to Minden Hills Council

January 12, 2023

Presented by:

• Robert Roszell (BLA Vice Chair)

• Dave Roberts (BLA Director)

https://boblakeassociation.ca

https://boblakeassociation.ca/


Objective

Secure a lease agreement with the Township of Minden Hills permitting 
the BLA to finance, construct, maintain, and insure a Bob Lake 
Community Boat Launch1 on the Claude Brown unopened road 
allowance
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Footnote:

1. For exclusive use by Bob Lake Association members and other approved organizations 
such as fire/police services, MNRF, HHOA, etc.



History
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After more than a half-century of uninterrupted use, our township maintained public boat launch was closed 
in 2016 without warning. This left over 200 Bob Lake property owners without a way to launch boats, rafts, 
or engage water-access emergency repairs. Many owners were forced to rely on the good will of neighbours 
with private boat launches, while many others remain not being able to launch their boats!

<2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Public launch 
open for 50+ 
years 

Launch closed 
with sale of 
private land

Mayor states opinion of 
lawyers that Twsp does not 
need to maintain launch

BLA forms over 
boat launch 
issue

BLA delegation 
#1 rejected

BLA delegation 
#2 rejected

BLA presents 
EcoVue Planning 
assessment to 
Council

Council agrees to jointly 
fund Engineering and Legal 
assessment with BLA

Council rejects moving 
forward despite favourable 
Engineering/Legal reviews

BLA delegation #3 for a 
“Bob Lake Community 
Boat Launch”



Solution
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The Township signs a lease agreement with the BLA permitting it to 
build, maintain, and insure a Bob Lake Community Boat Launch on 
the unopened Claude Brown road allowance

➢ No cost or liability to the Township

➢ Location shown viable through Planning, Engineering, and Legal 
assessments



Benefits
➢ Resolves the long-standing boat launch access issue on Bob Lake without 

added costs or liabilities to the Township

➢ Reduces shoreline impacts by possibly reducing the number of existing 
private launches via re-naturalization efforts, and avoid future private 
boat launches

➢ Leverages the planning, engineering and legal work that have concluded 
a boat launch on the Claude Brown Road allowance is viable

➢ Addresses lake access issues for public services (e.g. fire/police), 
environmental organizations (e.g. HHOA/MNFR) and local businesses (see 
appendix)
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The Ask

For the Township of Minden Hills Council to direct and approve the work 
necessary in establishing a lease agreement with the Bob Lake 
Association, permitting the BLA to build and maintain a Bob Lake 
Community Boat Launch on the Claude Brown unopened road 
allowance
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Appendix Material
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1. Solution on a Page (A Recipe for Success)
2. Artifacts showing that the Claude Brown road allowance was once the location of a Bob Lake 

public boat launch
3. A map of the Claude Brown road allowance location
4. Local business support for restoring boat launch access on Bob Lake
5. Letters of support from organizations:

• Haliburton Highland Outdoors Association
• Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters

6. Letter from MNFR stating no lake trout spawning impact



A Recipe for Success
➢ History

After its existence for more than half a century, the Bob Lake public boat launch was closed without warning 
in 2016, leaving Bob Lake property owners on their own to organize and find a resolution. The BLA has been 
lobbying the Township for over 5 years through multiple delegations and a joint engineering/legal 
assessment.

➢ No cost or liability to the Township
The BLA’s Bob Lake Community Boat Launch solution directly addresses the issues of cost and liability. The 
BLA will be responsible for all costs to construct and maintain the launch, as well as carry insurance to cover 
liability of its operations.

➢ Leveraged design and legal assessment
The solution will leverage the engineering design work from Tatham that concluded a working boat launch 
constructed on the Claude Brown unopened road allowance was possible, as well as the legal assessment 
that concluded there were no legal impediments.

➢ Location
The Claude Brown road allowance is the only practical location for a boat launch on Bob Lake due to 
topography and public road access. It was the location of a previous public boat launch and has been 
confirmed by the MNRF to not be a sensitive area for fish spawning (see appendix).
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CB Road Allowance Was A Public Launch!!
1970 MNF Map (https://www.anglersatlas.com/place/102145/bob-lake) 
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Public Access Description:
“Proceed north out of Minden across the bridge 
at edge of town. Turn left at the Scotch Line 
Road and continue on this road to a fork. Take 
the left fork into Bob Lake.”

Dick Schell is a long-time former 
Minden Hills employee and current 
Committee of the Whole Chair (page 7 
- The Highlander December 21, 2017)

https://www.anglersatlas.com/place/102145/bob-lake


Map of Location

10

Boat Launch on 
Claude Brown

Road Allowance
Claude Brown

Public Road

Claude Brown
Private Road



Support
We have secured written support for the restoration of boat launch access to Bob 
Lake from the following outdoor associations and local businesses
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Save-on

Indoor Boat 

Storage 



HHOA & OFAH Support
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MNRF Clearance – Not a Trout Spawning Shoal 
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