
Testing the Waters
Water Quality Monitoring on Bob Lake

Jack Scott - Water Quality Coordinator



Current State of Testing the Waters Program

• 61 Sites across 39 Lakes in Partnership
with 25 Lake Associations

• Lake Association Volunteer Supported
• Standardized, Region Specific Protocols 
• Actionable Reporting for Stewardship
• Expanding Capacity for Long-term Trend Analysis



Woodlands and Waterways Ecowatch

• 4 Years of Benthic Biomonitoring
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Linear Trends Over Time



Microplastics

Three Year Average



Water Clarity 

- Naturalized Shorelines
- Septic (Re)inspections

- No such thing as too often
- Recovery from Acidification



Aquatic Vegetation

- Common Native Vegetation

Coontail
(ceratophyllum demersum)

Pickerelweed
(pontedia cordata)

Water Shield 
(brasenia schreberi)

- Common Introduced and 
Invasive Vegetation

Eurasian Water Milfoil
(myriophyllum spicatum)

European Frogbit
(Hydrocharis morsus-ranae)



Opportunities for Engagement

- Community-Based Research Project Proposal Intake





Thanks 

Jack Scott
wq@ulinks.ca
www.ulinks.ca

mailto:wq@ulinks.ca
http://www.ulinks.ca


Thanks 

Donations:
- E-Transfer to admin@ulinks.ca

- Scan this QR Code:

mailto:admin@ulinks.ca


Sampling Protocol – Parameters 
Measured

3 Samples/Year 
July/Sept/Winter – Ice On

Unique Feature: Below-ice winter 
sampling directed to lakes with 
water drawdowns, known to be 
detrimental to certain ecological 

processes in lakes.
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Program Overview – By the Numbers
2022 - Present

>6600 
Physical WQ 

Measurements 

>1300 
Volunteer 

Hours 

>2900 Water 
Chemistry 
Samples 

>200 
Training 
Hours 

39 Lakes
61 Locations 

25 Lake 
Associations 

> 150 
Volunteers



Data Use – Trend Analysis
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